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 Eotivett, that to obtain the reſpect of thoſe 

. _ amongſt whom he exerciſed his miniſtry, 

was an object deſerving the ambition of a 
0 Chriſtian teacher, not. indeed for his own. 
fake, but for theirs, there being little reaſon 

to hope that any would profit by his 1 . | 
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neighbourhood. Theſe Amculdtes Perp 
not you, In whatever conteſts with his pa- 

3 the principal may be engaged, the 
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ordinary addreſs and the moſt. inſinuating , 
advances on their parts. And this ! is a va- 
luable privilege; ; for it enables you to inform 
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15 no place” for diſpute, the very claing' ang 
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, their habits and opinions, of the vices which 
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beęſt effect; by private perſuaſion : and reproof, Þ 
by gentle and unfuſpected conveyances in the . 

intimacy of friendſhip. and opportunities. = 

_ converſation. To this muſt be added the 


many occaſions, which the üving in habits of 


ſociety with your pariſhioners affords you of 


reconeiling dilſentions, healing. animoſities, . 


adminiſtering advice to the young and inex- 
5 perienced, and conſolation to age and miſery. 
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eſteem, I would by no means flatter that 

paſſion for praiſe and popularity. which ſeizes 
oftentimes: the minds of young dlergymen, 
eſpecially when their firſt appearatice in their 
; profeſſion has been received with more than 
common approbation. » Unfortunate/ſucceſs! 
if it incite them to ſeek fame by affectation 
and hypocriſy, or lead, as vanity ſometimes = 
_ does, to enthuſiaſm and extravagance.. This 
is not the taſte or character Jam holding ouẽỹt 
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And the Py vittue {for 10 1 wild Sen 
: which appears to me of importance for this 
: purpoſe; 18 frugathy. .. If there: be a ſituation 
in the world. ; in Which profuſion! is without 
"excuſe; it is in that of a y ; 
who has little beſide his: profeſſion! to:depend 
upon for his ſupport. It is folly—itisquin—. 
Folly, for whether it aim at luxury or ſhow, 
it muſt fall miſerably ſhort of its deſign: - Ub 
theſe competitions. We are outdone by every. 
rival. The proviſion which clergymen meet 
with upon their entrance into the church is 
| adequate i in moſt eaſes to the wants and de- 
cencies of their ſituation, but t0 nothing 
: more.—F o pretend to more, is to ſet yp ur 
poverty not only as the ſuhject of conſtant 
obſervation, but as 4 laughing ſtock to every 
obſerver. rofuſion is ruin: for it ends, aid 
ſoon, too, in debt, in injuſtice, and inſol -- 
vency. Von well know how meanly,:in the 
? cc untry more eſpecially, every man is thought 
8 of who cannot Pa his credit; 53 in What terms 5 
he is ſpoken of —in what light he is viewed, 
what a deduction this ! is from his good qua- 
lie, what an aggravation. of his bad ones 
45 | B 2 „„ what 


ing elergyman 
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| ek inMilrs ls; is erpoſed to Rom bis ere- 
E Attors, what contempt from all. Nor is this 
judgment far amiſs. Let him not ſpeak of 
honeſty; Who is daily praiſing deceit; for 
every man who' is not paid is deceived. Let 
Firm not talk of liberality, who puts it out of 
his power to perform one act of it. Let him 
not boaſt of ſpirit, of honour, of indepen- 
dence, Who fears the face of his creditors, 
and who meets a creditor in every ſtreet. 
There is no meanneſs in frugality: the 
| meannefs) is in thoſe ſhifts and /expedients, 
to which extravagance is ſure to bring men. 
Presugon is a very equivocal proof of gene- 
toſſty. The proper diſtinction is not between 
_ bit Who ſpends. and him who ſaves; for 
they» may be equally ſelfiſh; but between 
him who ſpends upon himſelf, and him who 
5 ſpeuds upon others. When 1 extol frugality, | 
. E is not 0 praiſe that- minute parſimony : 
which ſerves for little but to vex ourſelves and 8 
thoſe about us; but top 
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out of a Gall income; is only not imp offible. 


Frugality in this ſenſe, we preach not onh 


ds an article of prudence, but as a leſſon of 
virtue. Of this frugality it has been aid, 


that it is the parent 'of ——— 855 . 
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cane is ſobriety. In the ſcale of human 


_ _ vices there may. be ſome more criminal 


than dru 


nnels, but none ſo billing: | 


A clergyman cannot, without infinite confi 13 
1 pit before 
thoſe who 'have been witneſles to his 1 intem- 5 5 


on, produce himſelf in the p 


perance. The folly and extravagance, the 
rage and ribaldry, „the boaſts and quarrels, 


the idiotiſm and brutality of that condition, 4: 
will riſe up in their imaginations in full co - 


lours. To diſcourſe of temperance, to touen 
: in the remoteſt degree on the ſubject, is but 
me. For you will oon 

have ocaſion to bhlelee, that thoſe who are 
he floweſtin raking any part of a ſermon to 
themſclves, are . SY 
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„Another vice, hier there: is: ales fans a 
ber with many additional reaſons for 


gZuarding you againſt, is diſoluteneſs,” In my 
judgment, the crying fin and calamity of 


1 country at preſent, is licentiouſneſs in 
the intercourſe of the ſexes.” It is a vice which 
| hardly admits of argument or difſuaſion. It 
can only be encountered by the cenſures of 
the good, and the diſtouragement it receives 
from the moſt reſpected orders of the com- 
munity. What then ſhall we ſay, when they 
who, ought; to cure the malady, propagate | 


the contagion. - Upon this ſubject bear away 


one obſervation, that when' you ſuffer your- 
f ſelyes to be engaged in any unchaſte con- 
nexion, you net only corrupt an individual 


by your ſolicitations, but debaueh a whole 
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foundation of almoſt all other good ones, is 
ketirement. Were 1 required to comprize my 
advice to young clergy men in one ſentence it 
| thould bei in 9 learn to kurt alone. Half 
or 
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of your! faults originate from the want of 


5 this faculty. It is impatience of ſolitude 
which carries you continually from .your 


5 pariſhes, your home, and your duty; makes 


you foremoſt in every party of pleaſure and 
place of diverſion; diſſipates your thoughts, 


diſtracts your ſtudies, leads you into expence, 


keeps you in arſtreſs, puts you out of humour 
with your profeſſion, cauſes you to place 


yourſelves at the head of ſome low company, 
or to faſten yourſelves as deſpicable retainers 

to the houſes and ſociety of the rich. What» 
ever may be the caſe with thoſe, whoſe for- 


tunes and opportunities can command a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of company, in ſituations like 


ours to be able to pals our time with ſatis- 
faction alone, and at home, is not only a 


preſervatiye of character, but the very ſecret 


of happineſs. Do what we will, we muſt be 
much and often by ourſelves : if this be 
arkſome, the main portions of life will be 
unhappy. Beſides which, we are not the leſs 
qualified for ſociety, becauſe we are able to 
live without it. Our company will be the 


more welcome for being never obtruded. It 
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meets-it the alderieſt; and enjoys it the beſt, 


RE who can moſt * n With the want 


oh wu Be you 5 ſhall 1 do alone! J 


| reading. is my proper occupation and my a 
pleaſure, but books are out of my reach, and 
beyond my purchaſe. They who make this 


complaint are ſuch as ſeek nothing from 


books but amuſement, and find amuſement 
in none but works of narrative or imagina- 
tion. This taſte, I allow, cannot be ſupplied 
by any moderate expence or ordinary oppor- 
tunities: but apply yourſelves to ſtudy, take 
in hand any branch of uſeful ſcience, eſpe- 
_ cially of thole parts of it which are ſubſidiary 
to the knowledge of religion, and a few 


books will ſuffice ;- for inftance, a com- 
mentary upon the New Teſtament read ſo as 


to be remembered, will employ a great deal 
of leiſure, very. profitably. There is. likewiſe 
another reſoure, which you have forgot, 1 

mean the compoſition of ſermons. I am f 
ttom refuſing you the benefit of other men's 
5 en I only require that they be called 


in not to flatter lazineſs, but to aſſiſt induſtry. 
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Ons ſort of men, 3 ching in the 
tives of chriſtians, cotreſpondirig to the 


| vificence, if I may fo ſay, of theſe expreſs 


| Bons, have been tempted to conclude, that 
=} the expreſſions themſelves had no foundation 

mn trürh and nature, or in any thing but the, 
enthuſiaſm of their authors.—Others }. again 
underſtand theſe phraſes to ſignify nothing 


mote, than that gradual amendment of life 
And converſation, which reafon and religion 


ſometimes produce in particular chriſtians— 
of which interpretation it is truly faid, that 


it degrades too much the proper force of lan- 
guage, to apply expreſſions of ſueh energy 
and import to an event, ſo ordinary i in its oπ?n 
nature, and which is common to chriſtianity = 
with every other moral inſtitution. Laſtly, 


a third ſort, in order to fatisfy theſe expreſ- 


ſions to their full extent, have imagined to 


themſelves certain perpeptible/impulſes.of the 


Holy Ghoſt, by which; in an inſtant, and 
in a mamner, no doubt ſufficiently extraordi- : 
nary, they are regenerate and born-of the 72 


j1i—ithey become © new-creatur they are 
made the /ons of God,” who were before the 
5s au] of wrath „they a are Jos from 
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fin, and «from death” they are e choſen; : 
that is, and ſealed, without a poſſibility of 
fall, unto final falvation.—Whilſt the patrons 
ofa more ſober expoſition have been often 
challenged, and ſometimes confounded with 
the queſtion—If ſuch expreſſi ons of ſeripture 
do not mean his, what do they mean? To 
which we anſwer—nothing—nothing, that 

is, to us nothing to be found, or ſought 
3 in the preſent circumſtances of chriſti- 


y anity. 


es e mt be 1 
which the unwary uſe of ſcripture ee 
has been the occaſion of difficulties and miſ- 
takes but I forbear—the preſent are ſuffici- 
ent to ſhow, that it behoyes every one, who 
| undertakes to explain the ſcriptures, before 
he determine to whom, or what an expreſſion 


is now a days to be applied, to conſider di- 


ligently whether they'admit of any ſuch ap- 
plication at all; or whether it is not rather 
to be reſtrained to the preciſe circumſtances 
and ocrafion for een it Was ee : 
ane - 5 in | 
St Tote ogy 0 , Awake 
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I make no apology for addreſſing this ſub- 
7, ject to this audience; beeauſe whatever re. 
m_—_ to the i interpretation of ſcripture, relates, 
is J concerye, to us; for, if, by any light 
we may caſt upon theſe ancient books, we can 
enable and inyite the people to read the Bible 
for themſelves, we diſcharge in my judg- 
ment the firſt duty of our function — ever 
bearing in mind that we are the miniſters 
not of our own fame or fancies, but of the 
ſincere Galpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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